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Saint Vincent's

celebrates spirit

SAINT VINCENT'S STUDENT NEWS REPORT

undreds of girls with smiling
faces entered Sister Jude Walsh
Hall on the morning of September
2 to celebrate Spirit Day 2011.
Spirit Day, an annual tradition at
Saint Vincent’'s Academy (SVA),
Savannabh, kicks off each new school
year. The whole student body, fac-
ulty, and staff come together to show
school spirit. three-legged races, limbo, dance
The freshman class dresses in competitions, scavenger hunts, rela
white, the sophomore class dresses inraces, and much more. Volunteer stu-

blue, and the junior class dresses in dents from each grade level competed ~Annual Tour of Homes & Tea to
red. against their peers in order to win the be held October 15. Tour eight pri and Kristina Williams (class of

Seniors wear gold senior jerseys, game for their class. vate Savannah homes as well as 2012); Photography by Rebecca
another SVA tradition. School spirit was alive and exciting the Sisters of Mercy Convent where  Westgate, publications advisor and
Beth Buttimer, a 1980 alumna as girls from each and every grade the SVA students will serve an Latin teacher.
of St. Vincent's Academy, was the  high-fived and congratulated one elegant tea. Ticket information at
speaker this year. A lineage of 23 of another. 912-659-4601 / 912-236-5505.
Buttimer’s relatives have graduated

2008 law continues to GRACE Catholic education

| F IT SOUNDS TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE...IT's GRACE

from SVA with 6 more to graduate
soon.

Buttimer, the key note speaker
at the celebration spoke about the
importance of sisterhood. After her
speech, Buttimer led the girls in sing
ing the SVA fight song, and then the
festivities began!

Activities included musical chairs,

UPCOMINGEVENT

Compiled by SVA student report
ers: Emily O’Connor, Erin Sheehan,

tion and can reduce donors’
Federal taxes.

The law allows C-
Corporations to redirect up
to 75% of their annual tax

Or, contact David Brown,

Director of GRACE Scholars
in Atlanta (404-920-7900), in
Savannah contact Pat Signs,
GRACE coordinator, at (912-

donations to Georgia Student that GRACE for families
Scholarship Organizations who want a Catholic educa
to help children receive a (SSOs). tion for their children, but
Catholic education. SSOs will provide student lack the financial means.

Do you remember Ripley’s scholarships to parents that Currently 452 students are

Believe it or not there is
a fund of $50 million

Believe It or Not? Those usu- will help cover the cost of a
ally bizarre facts that one had private school education for
trouble believing could actu  their children in the state of

lly be trud

? |¥isepf§;‘ Last year GRACE

ble that a Il Scholars distributed a
little over $3 million. This

passed by

the Georgi ..
Legislaurdll  Year the organization
in 2008 would like to increase
might fall that to $5 million.

in that cat-

egory. A la

that dollar for dollar reduces
your Georgia state income
tax and qualifies as a federal
tax deduction.

The legislature’s 2008
Georgia Private School Tax
Credit mandates that $50
million dollars be set aside
each year, (each year) so
that Georgia taxpayers might
redirect some or all of their
state tax liability to a private
school.

Believe it or not, the
Georgia Private School Tax
Credit law allows eligible
private citizens and corpora-
tions to receive tax credits for

Gregory of Atlanta and
Bishop J. Kevin Boland of

zation.

GRACE Scholars is the
SSO for Catholic schools
in Georgia. Parents in need
of financial assistance, who
wish to transfer their chil
dren from public to Catholic
schools, can apply through
GRACE Scholars, to obtain

to a student, that amount
is available to the student
throughout his/her career in
the school.

Anyone can easily provide

Savannah, is such an organi-

tuition assistance. Once given donation, actually a real

graced with a Catholic educa
tion because taxpayers made
use of the program.

Last year GRACE Scholars
distributed a little over $3
million. This year they would
like to increase that to $5
million. A daunting goal, but
it can be done.

Individuals may donate

liability in the same way.
Because there is a cap on
the amount that individuals
or couples may give, it is
important that many more
people to participate.
For additional information
visit the GRACE website
at www.gracescholars.org.

201-4069).

At a recent GRACE
Scholars meeting in the
Diocese of Savannah, the
principal of St. Teresa
school in Albany, Mary Lou
Gamache said, “If it sounds
too good to be true...it's
GRACE!

up to $1000 and couples fil-
ing jointly may donate up to
$2500.

If a couple, for example,
owes $2,200 in state income

tax and makes a $2,000 donat

tion to GRACE Scholars, Inc.
their tax liability is reduced
to $200.

The process is easy, and it
doesn’t cost the donor any-
thing extra at all, except a
little time and the cost of a
stamp.

In addition a GRACE

location, benefits Catholic
education and the donor

because the entire donation tg
GRACE Scholars also quali

fies as a charitable contribu-




